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Well, that was. 


Something. 


I, uh ... Don't really know how to approach this one. I think I'll 
just ... Quote more text and present what I think. 


I think that this entire post will be just for this episode, I’m 
afraid. It will be long enough as it is. 


First off, we'll start with the first impressions of the entire 
thing. 


This episode has, quite easily at that and despite its short 
lenght, managed to crawl at the top of my list of favourite 
episodes. 


The delivery was ... Chilling. I have been suspecting that there 
was something forcing /guiding Jonathan’s presentation of the 
statements, but this was only proof, because I don’t think 
Jonathan, rigid as he is, would manage such a devoted delivery 
on purpose. This was horrifying in the best of ways, chills down 
my spine. 


Jane’s deranged mental state was obvious from the beginning to 
the end, and I felt my head spin at some of the things she said. 
This is the first statement made by someone - something - that 
knows, or at least is close to, knowing the situation and 
understanding it. 


Thus, the amount of foreshadowing and clarifications crammed 
into this single episode has been so consequent that I had to 
take it differ) this time. 


Speculations ahead, as well as questions a plenty and a fuck ton 
of quotes. All separated into 4 parts to try and make more sense 
of everything I am thinking. 
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Putting everything in order, hopefully. 


In red, quotes from the episode, in orange, quotes from other 
episodes. 


JANE PRENTISS 


Jane Prentiss is obviously quite ... Disturbed, mentally, this 
episode. This insight into her head, while welcoming, felt 
invasive in a way that nothing else had managed to so far. 


She is lost, and her sanity is being eaten by the Hive, until she 
becomes only its host, and loses any of her identity. The Hive 
drove her away from any kind of support she could’ve had, 
isolated her so that she could only lie on it for any kind of 
attention, as she wouldn't care about it of the moment she got 
one. 


My dreams are crawling and many-legged 


This one is here due to the phrasing. As quoted earlier, the 
phrasing is eerily similar to a quote from the victim of spiders in 
“Arachnophobia’, Carlos Vittery. | am mostly putting attention 
on it because it was the first thing that proved, at least to me, 
that the Hive and The Spiders are connected in a way. 


He ended up killed, suffocated on webs and encased in them. 
Meanwhile, Ms.Prentiss has ended up being the host of her 
parasitic oddity. Is the difference between the treatment due to 
the difference between the kind of oddity they are ? Why does 
the Hive need a host, but not The Spiders ? 


There will be great violence done here. And I bleed into that violence. 


At this moment, she is slowly losing her grasp on reality, her 
mind swinging between being its own and overtaken by the 
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Hive, before it does so near the end of the statement for good. 
This, I assume, was the Hive speaking. It talks of how it sustains 
itself and proliferate, and it shows how the Hive makes no 
distinction between itself and Jane. 


Or maybe it’d be more accurate to say that the opposite is true. 

Jena loses her individuality to just exist for the Hive. She doesn’t 
think, they do together, because they are the same. And yet, the 
Hive is also her master. 


A... Symbiotic relationship, you could say. 


Perhaps I’ve always heard it./I do not know why the hive chose me, but it did. 
And I think that it always had. 


Did the Hive have its eyes on her from the beginning ? If the 
Hive is everything and everywhere, did it consider her a host 
from the beginning, the one worthy to listen to its song ? Is she 
the only one, or are there others ? We have seen the Hive infect 
other people, but none of them have become a permanent host 
and kept from dying, like she did. Her possession was much 
more ... Slow, and subtle, than the ones we were shown. 


Still. In the end, Jane Prentiss is no more. This is probably the 
only thing I became sure of after this episode. 


She wasn’t able to be saved. 
She didn’t want to be. 


JONATHAN SIMS 


Search 
Of course, his own section will be much shorter, but I’d rather 
not have him at end, as I will get a lot more ramble-y by then. 


It could just be an unknown, aggressive parasite. There are weird things out 
there that are perfectly natural. It’s not, though. I know it’s not natural. 
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Somehow I... I feel it. I’m sorry, my academic detachment seems to have fled 
me. Something in this statement has got to me a bit. 


All throughout the story, Jonathan has denied the supernatural. 
Even though, I know he knows that every one of the statements 
recorded on cassette were the real deal. But still. 


He has hidden himself behind a thick wall of denial. He didn’t 
show things like actual doubt, or even fear. 


Looking at him this episode, I believe that it was done to 
protect himself. Because if all that he were reading was the 
truth, then how else could he go on, knowing all that was out 
there, and how much more of it wasn’t even recorded. 


Jonathan Sims’ mask of professionalism is cracking. And he is 
affraid. 


Terrified even. 


(Also, more points pointing towards the fact that his delivery of the statement is 
not made out of his own will. Is he even aware of himself ?) 


THE MAGNUS INSTITUTE 


Your Institute and ignorance may laud the power of the word /You rob it of its 
fear even though your weak words have no right to do so. 


All throughout this story, I have been wondering on the 
Institute, on how it operated, on what it was even here for. 


We were tale. that it exists to research and record thing. The 
unexplainable kind. For the rest of the world, they are a hack. A 
joke to the profession. 


For their enemies, they are a menace capable of weakening 
them. By sheding light on them, and bringing knowledge to the 
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world, they make sure that no one can fear them. 


I assume that this was the answer I was looking for so many of 
my questions on the “whys” all throughout the episodes. The 
horrors and oddities, they want to be feared. But how could 
someone that knows everything about you, from your existence 
to your weaknesses, be affraid ? 


From my line of thought back in “The Piper”, 1am guessing that 
the oddities were created by the fears of humankind. And so, to 
remain and be powerful, they need to keep being feared, 
something that the Institute menaces. 


However. I do not think that it is al/ that they do. 
This place of books and learning, of sight and beholding. 


The phrasing of this may sound familiar, and that’s because it is. 
I have only remembered because it was one of those additional 
quotes | add at the end of posts, the ones I particularly liked 
from the episodes already listened to. 


For you, better beholding than the lightless flame. 
e Gerard Keay, “First Aid” 


I have also found the same phrasing in the trailer, the first 
statement that Jonathan has recorded as an Archivist. 


You can stare all you want, make your notes and your inquiries, but all your 


beholding will come to nothing. 


° JacobgéStabement #20111507 


Considering that both of those were presented by rather ... 
Antagonistic characters, the fact that it is presented as the 
work of the Institute makes me wonder about what it means for 
the antagonists we have already met. 
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Most specifically, the cult. Who had eyes as their symbol. A 
closed one at least. 


Considering that “Beholding” literally means “to look at 
something’, | am guessing that the eyes have a lot more to do 
with the Institute itself than I first thought. 


Does that make of open eyes the symbol of the Institute ? 


THE MYSTERY 


And now, we are to enter the biggest part of the entire post. 
The Mystery at large. The Web that we've been uncovering, 
thread by thread, since the beginning. Because of who was 
making the statement, the amount of hints and clues spread all 
throughout this time around has been innumerable. 


Thus, I have regrouped everything that spoke to me or that I 
have thought of. This will be pretty messy, I think, and I 
apologize in advance, but there are a lot of thoughts to be had 
and connections to be made. 


anne eee 


Though it is the burrowing that draws me. 


Starting off strong, we know that the “burrowing” made by the 
maggots are made in flesh, rather than anything like the earth, 
however. There was one burrowing I can remember, one that 
wasn't made by the maggots. 


In “Lost JoBearClave” mystery ended with two sisters separated 
after burrowing their way into caves, one to be lost there 
forever, after having lost their way. There wasn’t much digging 
involved, I’m aware, however, the phrasing made me think that 
there may be a connection between those two. 
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nee en rene 


Do you know, I wonder? As I watch you sitting there through the glass. Eating a 
sandwich. Do you know where you are? 


I thought to put this one in the Institute section, but Gertrude 
Robinson’s death has been very much a driving force for much 
of the story. 


Again, I wonder if she did read the statements she received, 
because between this and the one from “Dreamer’, you'd think 
she would've tried to do ... Something. 


The distate and disdain presented towards Gertrude by the 
Hive makes me think that it is very much the Head Archivist 
post that is maimed, maybe even cursed. 


She died, probably because of it, but why ? And how ? 
And why was Jonathan the one to take her place ? 


As Head of the Institute, surely Elias is aware of some things, 
right ? So what is he hiding from Jonathan ? And for what 
reason ? Was Jon put in this post as a sacrifice ? Is it a post that 
is needed to be filled, can it not just be rid of, if the position 
itself is cursed ? 


nee 


It is not the patterns that enthral me, I’m not one of those fools chasing fractals; 


no, it’s what sings behind them. 
The Table. Search 


It was an ornate wooden thing, with a snaking pattern of lines weaving their 
way around towards the centre. The pattern was hypnotic and shifted as I 
watched it, like an optical illusion. 
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e Amy Patel, “Across the Street’ 


The Box. 


I retrieved what turned out to be a small wooden box, about six inches square, 
with an intricate pattern carved along the outside. Engraved lines covered it, 
warping and weaving together, making it hard to look away. 


e Ivo Lensik, “Burned Out’ 
The Painting. 


It was a painting of an eye. Very detailed, and at first I almost would have said 
almost photorealistic, but the more I looked at it, the more I saw the patterns 
and symmetries that formed into a single image, until I was so focused on them 
that I started to have difficulty seeing the eye itself. 


¢ Dominic Swain, “Pageturner” 
And the Lensik father. 


He became obsessed with them, seemed to spend all of his time drawing them, 
staring at them, measuring the patterns they created. 


e Ivo Lensik, “Burned Out’ 


All of those things have been presented in a similar way, as 
hypnotizing, enthrancing the people watching them. I have 
theorized that those shapes and the power they held influenced 
humans to be able to perceive behind the veil separating the 
oddities and humanity. 


This implies that the real power didn’t come from the shapes 
themselves, or the maths behind them, but something Other. 
Something hidden even further than the fractals themselves 

are. 
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This ... Song, that Jane heard. Seems to be the thing giving all of 
those their power. The fact that Gerard Keay was the one wo 
made the painting though, makes me think if this had any actual 
power, or if he tried to make it make so. 


Trying to hear the song himself. 
Or make it ? 


Grant us the sight that we may not know. Grant us the scent that we may not 
catch. Grant us the sound that we may not call. 


¢ Gerard Keay, “Pageturner” 


ee ee ee ee 


I think about it, and the voice sings of showing him what a real parasite can do. 


The Hive is parasitic, as we've established. And it despises 
humans. Of course, we already got all of that, but something 
kind of ... Bugs me (pun intended), about this classification. 


“How would a melody describe itself when asked?” 
e Michael, “A Distortion” 


Michael is the first oddity we have met face to face and 
interacted in a non antagonistic setting (for now). And so, I had 
assumed that when he said this, it meant that - for most 
oddities at least - they didn’t have a name. Titles, maybe, but 
not what they are. 


Was it not éhe case ? Was it only specific to Michael ? Or is this 
the case for the less powerful oddities, and the ones with power 
do have names for who and what they are. 


Does this mean the Hive is level above, to be sporting the title 
of parasite ? Is Michael going against his own power, trying to 
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cheat the system by naming himself ? Did he lie, to avoid giving 
actual information to Sasha ? Is that why Jonathan is only ever 
presented as the Archivist, his title, and never his name ? 


Names have power. 
But how much power do they have ? 


Thad a job. I sold crystals. /Work at the Good Energies spiritual supplies shop 
in Archway. 


This one was thrown in here for a little ... Callback. 


One year after Jane’s statement, we would hear of someone that 
also worked in the selling crystals business. 


I now work selling crystals and tarot cards in a “magic” shop 
e “Antonio Blake”, “Dreamer” 


I am assuming that, as a wicca, Jane herself probably worked at 
what you would call a magic shop, right ? 


And what coincidence, here was someone in the same business, 
working there a year after her complete possession. Someone 
that could see the death(?)/fate(?) of others in a dream. Who 
had tried to warn Gertrude Robinson. 


However, he had presented himself with a fake name and we 
were unable toget a hold of him. 


arc . F 

I remember, agar Peound the nest, someone new came. His name was Oliver, 
and he would look at me so strangely. Not with lust or affection or contempt, 
but with sadness. Such a deep sadness. And once with fear. 
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But how much are we willing to bet that this Oliver was 
“Antonio”. Did he see Jane’s end ? Did he see the ends she would 
make ? 


Did he try to warn her, or was he too terrified by whatever he 
saw ? 


nen rn 


It is not a god. Or if it is then it is a dead god, decayed and clammy corpse-flesh 


brimming with writhing graveworms. 


Again, this one is here just to speculate. Since the beginning, I 
have called the supernatural beings “oddities” or “horrors”, due 
to a lack of imagination, I imagine. 


But we never got the answer of what they were. Again, the what 
and the who. 


Does the Hive have so much power it could rival a god ? 
But then, what about its worshippers ? 
“I'm so sorry. It wants your faith.” 

e Bethany O'Connor, ”Confession“ 


Was whatever that took possession of Father Edwin Burroughs 
a being of the same power as the Hive ? 


There are no wasps in the nest /The nest is nothing but paper. 


Then what was the nest ? Who was it for ? What gave it its "life 
and malice“, the song she heard from it ? Made of pulp and 
paper, but it is not the one that sings, it is the face. 
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It is simply the face. Not the whole face, for the whole of the hive is infinite. 


The face of the Hive ? At least, a part of the face of the Hive ? 
Would this mean that destroying it in its entirety would destroy 
the Hive for good ? 


But is there even an entire face, if it is infinite ? 


nen en rn 


Was it the spiders? ie Webs have a song as well, of course, but it is not the song 
of the hive. 


I have been extrapolating the influence of The Spiders since we 
heard of them, crawling out of the apple inside the box in 
"Burned Out“. | was convinced, after "Dreamer", that it was the 
personification of death, but we have met Death? Several 
Deaths, in fact. 


But the webs are here, and the spiders have power, though 
which one I know not. | think I will go back on my first thought 
and consider them the personification of Fate until we get more 
information. 


But if that’s the case, and the spiders and the Hive are similar, if 
not the same, as they both make a different song, does that 
make of the Hive the personification of a concept too ? A 
parasitic kind ? 


nen ern ew 


That love us in their way./A deeper, more primal love. A need as much as a 
feeling. Love that consumes you in all ways. 


I genuinely can’t decide if this is genuine or denial. 


But if it IS the truth, then does the Hive love Jane ? Can oddities 
love humans ?Is that how they decide for a host, who to "Mark” 
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nee ern re 


Well, I have finally reached the end of this one. 50 minutes of 
work for a 20 minutes episode. I am wiped with this one. 


Still, I hope it makes enough sense and manages to encompass 
everything that I am thinking of. 


The quote of the post will be : 


“To be seen in the cold light of knowledge is anathema to the things that crawl 
and slither and swarm in the corners and the cracks.” 


End Liveblogging. 
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